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As the year inch towards the the 
end of the first Quarter we look 
forward with great expectation 

this month we focus on  Water & 
Sanitation.

Rotary is dedicated to six (6) areas of 
focus to build international relationships, 
improve lives and create a better world 
to support our peace efforts & Polio 
Forever.

Clean water and sanitation is a human 
right. When people, especially children, 
have access to clean water, sanitation, 
and hygiene, they lead healthier and 
more successful lives.

“We don’t just build wells and walk 
away. Rotary members integrate water, 
sanitation, and hygiene into education 
projects. When children learn about 
disease transmission and practice good 
hygiene, they miss less school. And they 
can take those lessons home to their 
families, expanding our impact.”

THE POWER OF CLEAN WATER

•	 Strengthens the ability of 
communities to develop, fund, and 
maintain sustainable water and 
sanitation systems.

•	 Provides equitable community 
access to safe water, improved 
sanitation, and hygiene.

•	 Supports programs that enhance 

communities’ awareness of the 
benefits of safe water, sanitation, 
and hygiene.

•	 Supports career-minded 
professionals’ studies related to 
water and sanitation.

•	 Creates tools and resources that 
facilitate, measure, and enhance 
high-quality water and sanitation 
projects worldwide.

Read a lot more at www.rotary.org

Next Month is Maternal and Child 
Health Month... Prepare to share your 
impact.

As an editorial team we are keen to 
hear from you & how you are making 
a difference, no project is too small. 
Send us the anecdotes of your activities 
package them in five hundred (500) 
word articles accompanied by three (3) 
- five (5) photos of the projects you are 
doing as a club to Rtn. Joy Mbaabu our 
District Bulletin Officer.

Remember Making A Difference is about 
how we “Make A Difference - Everyday, 
though Every Club & How we Impact 
the communities in every Country we 
Serve.”

It’s Time to Making A Difference.

Yours In Servece,

Publisher’s Message

Wanjikú… 
Rtn. Wanjikú WAIRIA|

http://www.rotary-d9212.com/
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The month of February proved 
to be an extremely busy month 
and it started with a bang with 
the arrival of RIPE Barry Rassin 
and his wife. This was a great 

morale booster to our District and the RIPE 
did not disappoint as he energized the 
Rotarians and Rotaractors with his great 
charisma and advice.

That was quickly followed by the first East  
African Projects fair, an eye opening event 
in Entebbe Uganda and many clubs in our 
District were represented.

We also had our flagship Sunshine rally 
which was one the biggest ever and I wish 
to take an early opportunity to thank all 
those who organised and participated.

One of the most exciting activities to take 
place in February was the Rotary Friendship 
exchange to  district 3232 and 3231 in 
Chennai India. This is the second time I 
have taken part in a Friendship exchange 
having participated in an earlier one to 
Abuja several years ago.  In both cases I 
experienced such great hospitality that 
I was humbled. In the case of Chennai, 



DISTRICT   GOVERNOR

 

 

.

5

FROM THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR

we were pampered  so much that we found no need 
to change our currency until the last day so as to buy 
some gifts and momentos for our family. Our Rotarians 
were amazed when they discovered that they would not 
be paying for food and accommodation despite being 
booked in hotels and that even drinks after fellowships 
were free.  

I was hosted by a large and prosperous Indian family and 
it was a cultural shock to me to find a family with over 20 
members living in one house, during the entire period of 
the exchange they hosted 8 rotarians bringing the total 
number to about 28 people.  We attended their District 
Conference which they call ‘Discon’ which is slightly 
different from our District conference and assembly 
‘DCA’ as they hold the assembly on a different date. It 
was a very high quality event and some performances by 
Rotarian’s spouses and children had taken 8 months of 
preparation and rehearsal. We were surprised to find that 
they do not take their meal times seriously and they serve 
them for several hours without interfering with the main 
program, when one gets hungry you run to the dining 
room and eat as fast as you can and run back to the 
conference hall where the program runs nonstop for the 
whole day. For those of you who have never attended a 
Rotary Friendship Exchange, I urge you to invest in the air 
ticket and visa and prepare to be pampered by wonderful 
hosts that the Rotarians of the world are.

The theme of the month of March is Water and 
Sanitation, an area of focus that is close to the hearts of 
many Rotarians in the District. All of us have at one time 
or another been sensitized by the challenges that our 
people face in getting clean drinking water. It is therefore 
no surprise that many of the projects undertaken in our 
District focus on the provision of clean drinking water. It 
is hearting to note many clubs undertake projects that 
focus on supply of clean and affordable drinking water 
and I was privileged to visit many such projects during my 
club visits. Notable water projects that I visited were in a 
school in Addis Ababa where Rotary has provided treated 
drinking water and handwashing facilities,  a village in 
Bungoma where clean borehole water is provided several  

villages, in Nakuru,  Kajiado, Kiambu and Nkubu among 
others.

Sanitation on the other hand is a public health affair 
often mentioned together with clean water and of 
great concern where many people are involved in say 
schools and informal slum developments. All gains 
made in supplying clean water can be quickly negated if 
people are not properly sensitized on the importance of 
sanitation. Our clubs have been very active in providing 
proper sanitation especially schools and this has been 
popularized by the WASH program. Again I have been 
lucky to visit WASH projects in Kirinyaga, Kakakmega, 
Malindi, Kiambu and others and also seen a lot of 
interest in such projects from many clubs.

Provision of clean water and sanitation training and 
facilities will remain a key entry point in the health of any 
community and I urge all the clubs to try and ensure that 
they get involved in Water and Sanitation Projects.

Peter Mbui
District Governor 2017- 2018

The The theme of the month of March 
is Water and Sanitation, an area of 
focus that is close to the hearts of 
many Rotarians in the District. All of 
us have at one time or another been 
sensitized by the challenges that our 
people face in getting clean drinking 
water. It is therefore no surprise that 
many of the projects undertaken in 
our District focus on the provision of 
clean drinking water. 
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For half a century, Rotaract 
has given young people a way 
to find the same connections 
with their communities, and 
the same value in service, 
that Rotarians find in Rotary. 
Rotaractors are connecting us 
to the Rotary of our future, 
while helping us build the 
Rotary of today.

PRESIDENTIALMessage
T his month marks 50 years 

since the first Rotaract club 
was chartered, in 1968. 
In this special Rotaract 

issue, you’ll meet some impressive 
Rotaractors from around the world 
and see some of the incredible ways 
they are Making a Difference.

In the half-century since Rotaract 
began, the world has seen profound 
changes, and young people have 
felt the greatest impact of those 
changes: the rise of technology and 
the information economy, the spread 
of education, and the tremendous 
influence of the internet. When 
Rotaract was founded, it would have 
been almost unthinkable for a teen 
or 20-something to have been an 
entrepreneur or a CEO. Today, young 
people have an unprecedented 
capacity to achieve – and Rotary 
needs their ideas and enthusiasm as 
never before.

For many years, Rotary has done 
Rotaract a disservice by looking at 
our youth and young adult programs 
as mere precursors to Rotary 
membership, and not as valuable 
and productive programs in their 
own right. But Rotaractors are truly 
partners in Rotary service.

Today, an estimated quarter of a 
million Rotaractors serve in over 

10,000 clubs, in nearly every country 
where Rotary clubs exist. The 
impact of their service is particularly 
impressive when contrasted with 
their resources. Rotaractors achieve 
an amazing amount with far less 

money at their disposal than 
the average Rotary club. Their 
energy and vision bring something 
wonderful to our Rotary family and 
to our communities, and we value it 
very much.

Yet only 27 percent of Rotary clubs 
sponsor a Rotaract club, a figure 
that has remained fairly stable over 
time. And far too few Rotaractors 
ultimately do move on to Rotary 
membership. As we celebrate 
this anniversary with Rotaract, 
I encourage all Rotary clubs to 
consider sponsoring a Rotaract club 
or to strengthen their ties with the 
clubs they already sponsor. Schedule 
regular joint meetings, run joint 
service projects, and reach out to 
Rotaractors – not only to ask if 
you can help, but to find out how 
you can work together. Know your 
Rotaract clubs and their members – 
and make sure that every Rotaractor 
knows that a Rotary club is waiting 
to welcome them.

For half a century, Rotaract has given 
young people a way to find the same 
connections with their communities, 
and the same value in service, that 
Rotarians find in Rotary. Rotaractors 
are connecting us to the Rotary of 
our future, while helping us build the 
Rotary of today.

Ian H S Riseley 
President, Rotary International

District Governor | March 2018
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 Rotary
ndation 

Our Course
Promoting Peace

Fighting Disease

Providing Clean Water

Saving mothers and children

Supporting education Growing local economies
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The Rotary Foundation

I was speaking last night at a large gathering of 
Rotarians from Mt. Kenya Region and I remember 
explaining that joining Rotary has three mandatory 
requirements and 0ne elective/optional requirement.

The three mandatory requirements are;

1. Attendance of the Club fellowships –this ranks top

2. Participation in the affairs and leadership of the club

3. Payment of the very minimal dues that most clubs 
pay (my club pays 24,000/= per year to cover weekly 
snacks and coffee/tea, the country dues, district dues 
and a contribution of 1000/= to the sunshine Rally!)

The one optional/elective but highly recommended 
requirement for every Rotarian is to support our Rotary 
Foundation. Many Rotarians score very poorly on this 
score- not because they cannot afford,but many times 
because they do not understand how to give. This is my 
subject for this write up.

Contributions to the Rotary Foundation can be made in 
any of the following ways;

1. By credit card

2. By direct wire/RTGS transfer

3. Rotary Direct- Recurrent Giving-online contributions 
can be made monthly, quarterly or annually. The 
Rotary Direct Enrolment Form is available on rotary.
org

4. Through our Rotary Clubs ( some clubs collect funds 
and submit to the foundation in one lot)

5. Through the Kenya Country Office Mpesa Paybill 
No. 542542 A/C 038 015 056 218 10 ( The country 

WAYS TO 
GIVE TO OUR 
ROTARY 
FOUNDATION

I also repeat that all gifts no 
matter to which fund or what they 
are assigned to count towards our 
EREY (Every Rotarian Every Year) 

PHF (Paul Harris Fellow), PHS (Paul 
Harris Society, Major Donor, AKS 

(Arch Klumpf Society) status! 
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The Rotary Foundation

office has an arrangement with the bank to let 
them know the name and telephone number of 
the contributor)

The important thing to remember for (1)-(3) is that we 
must complete the Rotary Foundation Contribution 
Form available on Rotary.org

Allocating Your Gift

Many Rotarians ask me how are they to know where /
what to give to.

There are 4 basic choices of how to allocate your gift 
namely;

1. The Annual Fund 

2. Polio Plus Fund

3. The Endowment Fund

4. An Approved Rotary 

Global Grant

I explained all these in the 
previous (February 2018) 
DG’s Bulletin.

I also mentioned that all gifts/
donations to Rotary must be 
assigned to any one of these four 
funds.

The important simple distinction between these 
funds is that the Annual Fund is the source of our 
annual and recurrent Global Grants and District Grant 
funding while gifts to the endowment fund go to 
secure the future of Rotary. I therefore repeat my 
recommendation that when unsure where/what to 
give to, always choose the Annual Fund.

A gift can also be made to an approved Global Grant. 
Such gifts are then not available in the future DDF/
Share arrangement. While there is nothing wrong with 

this method, I personally find it a little selfish in that 
you give only to that project of your choice while our 
Foundation funds the most part of Global Grants from 
the Annual Fund contributed by other Rotarians!

I also repeat that all gifts no matter to which fund or 
what they are assigned to count towards our EREY 
(Every Rotarian Every Year) PHF (Paul Harris Fellow), 
PHS (Paul Harris Society, Major Donor, AKS (Arch 
Klumpf Society) status!

My plea to Rotarians is to ask that every Rotarian give 
something every year. We have Rotarians who gave 
a PHF many years ago and forgot that we need their 
annual support. The beauty is that no gift is too small 

for Rotary. US $ 10 will buy Polio vaccines for 
a child!

One may give as many times 
as they wish even in a year. 

This year alone I have given 
severally even to Polio some 
minimal amounts through 
the Country Office Mpesa 
Paybill.

I recommend to every 
Rotarian in Kenya to test 

the Country Office Mpesa 
Paybill 542542 & A/C No. 038 

015 056 218 10 by giving the 
ceremonial US $ 26.50 (roughly 

3,000 Kenya Shillings) and see what 
it will do their future understanding 

of Rotary and their giving life! If it does not 
transform you in any way, please come to me for 
refund! I am that convinced that the giving will do you 
good! You may allocate all of it to Polio.

Enjoy a giving season!

PDG Eric Kimani
Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator Zone 20A 
2017-19
District 9212 COL Representative 2017-19

My plea to Rotarians is to 
ask that every Rotarian give 
something every year. We 
have Rotarians who gave 

a PHF many years ago and 
forgot that we need their 

annual support.
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ROTARY KENYA COUNTRY OFFICE
P.O BOX 2364- 00606
NAIROBI TEL +254 712 768279

GIVING TO THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION MADE EASIER

Simple ways….

1

3

Swipe your credit card…
Donate directly to TRF and send the gift acknowledge-
ment email. Visit www.rotary.org/en/donate 2 Make an international bank transfer…

Donate directly to TRF and send the gift acknowledgement 
email. Visit  www.rotary.org/en/donate

Deposit cash/ cheques or local bank transfers 
to the below bank account details:

4 Steps
1. Go to your Mpesa menu and scroll down to Lipa na Mpesa
2. Select Paybill
3. Enter Business No: 542542

4. Enter Account No: 038 015 056 21810
5. Enter the Kes amount you want to deposit to the bank account
6. Enter your Mpesa PIN and send

7. Send the sms confirmation to Lillian Mwangi +254 712 768 279

Mpesa payments…Paybill No. 542542

Kindly ensure to capture the full details: Full name, club name and Rotary ID and send all confirmations to: 
rotarykenyacountryoffice@gmail.com /WhatsApp message to Lillian Mwangi +254 712 768 279/Country Chair 

Jane Mberia +254 735 743 941

Bank Name :   I&M Bank Limited
Branch Name : Eldama Park
Account Name :  Rotary Kenya Country Office – Rotary Foundation

Account No. :  038 015 056 21810
Swift Code :   IMBLKENA

Offer matching USD 500 / KES 53, 500 to the first 100!!!
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Six weeks left for you 
to experience an 
exciting weekend 
at the beautiful 
Enashipai Resort & 

Spa.  We have lined up for you 
great inspiring speakers and 
lots of fun!!  Yes, lots of fun, 
starting from the DG s cocktail 
on Thursday April 19th at 
5pm, at Lake Naivasha Resort 
(a stone throw away from 
Enashipai), where we have lined 
up for you a Grand welcoming 
evening on the splendid 
gardens by Lake Naivasha.  
We have lined up the ultimate 
welcome party for the first 
timers to the DCA.  We have 
confirmed great speakers who 
will talk to us on various topics 
relating to our areas of focus.  
On Friday night we shall have 
a Cultural night dinner where 
delegates will be required 
to dress in their favourite 
traditions.  We have very 
exciting prizes to be won by the 

best dressed ladies and gents, 
as per the theme.  Saturday 
night is the gala night that will 
see the ceremonial handover of 
the chain from the current DG 
to the incoming DG.  After the 
dinners,  we shall head to the 
Wave Disco, at Enashipai, to 
cap the night with dance.

Our registration is filling up very 
fast, so this is your last chance 
to register. Accommodation is 
available at Enashipai and at 
our partner hotels all within 
close proximity to the venue.  
We shall provide transport to 
and from our partner hotel to 
the venue during the mornings 
and evenings.

Looking forward to see ing you al l !

Dr. Joe Kamau, PhD
Chairman
DCA 2018 NAIVASHA

NAIVASHA ……….HERE WE COME……..pack your bags 

Message
from DCA Chairman



ENASHIPAI RESORT & SPA
APRIL 19TH - 22ND 

Business No. 982800

Account No. 2000104542

Boat Rides, 

Family Excursions & 

Enjoy a Round Of Golf 
$250
(Ksh.25,750)

Call: Janet + 254 727 046 930    Grace +254 724397745
info@93dcanaivasha.com       www.93dcanaivasha.com

REGISTER
NOW



. 

Registration is subject to receipt of dully filled form. (Note that this form will not 
send if payment details are missing)

Once you have registered, you will receive an email communication from 
the accommodation steward detailing negotiated accommodation rates in 
various hotels. For more information please contact the steward. 
info@93dcanaivasha.com

The information on the hotel accommodation will be sent to your email address 
once you register. Additional information is on the conference website.

1
2

3
Transport shuttle to Hotel (and return) will be coordinated by conference 
transport committee.4
Any supplemental services used will be extras at your expense.5
Registration will only be confirmed after verification of payment received. 
Kindly scan and email your transaction receipt to
secretariat@93dcanaivasha.com

6

REGISTRATION

GUIDELINES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Email: secretariat@93dcanaivasha.com
Tel: Grace +254 724 397745
Tel: Janet +254 727 046 930

N A I VA S H A K E N YA
19th  -  22nd Apr i l  2018

Prime Bank -        Riverside Branch
Account Name:    Rotary District 9212 DCA 2018
Kshs Account No. : 2000104542 | US$ Account No. : 2001104558 

See You in Naivasha!!

Business No. 982800
Account No. 2000104542

BANK 
  DETAILS  



HOUSE OF 
FRIENDSHIP

Enashipai Resort & Spa

600 
Rotarians, Guests & Exhibitors  
from Kenya Ethiopia Eritrea  & 
South Sudan

Expected
Attendance

Exhibitors Package includes:

For Bookings Contact:
Rtn. Ken Idwasi
Cell: 0722741737
Email: circlescaterers@yahoo.com

19TH-22ND APRIL 2018

Your 
Investment:

 10,000/-1 Dressed Tent  (11 × 11ft) with 
Light & a Power Outlet
1 Dressed Table (6 x 2ft)
2 Dressed Chairs
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Padman is a movie about an individual who was/is passionate 
about a cause - health and hygiene.  

ROTARIANS RAISES AWARENESS
& ACTIONS AID WITH PADMAN

R otary Club of Nairobi 
has in the past held 
many movie events, 
but this is the first 

movie fundraising event held by 
RCN since the past few years,

Padman is a movie about an 
individual who was/is passionate 
about a cause - health and 
hygiene. 

Rotary Club of Nairobi carries out 
several projects. Clean water and 

Sanitation is one of 6 Areas of 
Focus. Rotary Club of Nairobi in 
collaboration with Rotaract Club 
of Nairobi Central and HEART 
foundation have over the years 
carried out sanitary pad project 
called *A  GIRL A  K* meaning- 
providing a school going girl with 
a years supply of sanitary pads for 
Kshs 1,000.

So far that particular project has 
allowed over 4,300 girls to have a 
full years supply of sanitary pads 

and to attend school. 

Rotary Club of Nairobi has made 
some surplus from ticket sales 
of the PADMAN show and the 
proceeds will contribute toward 
a Sanitation/ablution block to be 
made at Jamhuri Primary School. 
Sanitation and access to toilets/
clean water is absolutely vital!  
During the interval, visuals several 
Club projects were shown and 
this raised awareness of several 
projects.

RC NAIROBI
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RC Muthaiga had the honor of 
hosting RIPE Barry Rassin (his 
wife Esther Rassin, DG Peter,  
DGE Bamford, PDG Geeta, 
Past Country Chair Salome, RC 
Lang’ata President Ashley) at her 
Nderi Project on 4th February 
2018.

RC Muthaiga’s Election Day
RC Muthaiga elected its 2018/19 Board on Monday 4th Dec 2017.

Congratulations to the new Board Members 2018/2019:

1. President Elect 2018/2019 - Paul 
Kasimu

2. Club Secretary - Jaqueline Munyaka

3. Treasurer - N. Njoki Riguga Kiama

4. Club Administration - Innocent Ndemo

5. Public Relations - Antonette Miday

6. Membership - Peter Hurst

7. Service Projects - Sandra Bommet

8. New Generations - Jacob Wasonga

9. The Rotary Foundation - Lorna 
Mbatia

Photo Gallery - RC Muthaiga

RC Muthaiga with Interact Club of ISK 
at Sarit Centre on Premier of Justice 
League Movie Premier to support 
Interact Projects



Charity as
 a lifestyle
  

By Samuel Getachew

After a career that span decades traveling and 
working in many corners of the world, Azeb 
Asrat has returned home. She is determined to 
help change the narratives of home, by working 
and leading a local Rotary Club in the capital. 
Here, she sat down with The Reporter’s Samuel 
Getachew, to discuss the history of the Rotary 
Club, the many local activities, the difficulties 
of attracting young professionals and reflects 
on the legacy she wants to leave behind as an 
active Rotarian. Excerpts:

T he Reporter: You are 
the president of the 
Rotary Club of Addis 
Ababa – West. Rotary 
is one that has a great 

tradition in charity giving. Share 
me the historical facts of the club?

Azeb Asrat: Let me first start by 
introducing how Rotary International 
came to existence. Rotary International 
is an international service organization, 
founded in 1905, whose stated 
purpose is to bring together business 
and professional leaders in order 
to provide humanitarian services, 
encourage high ethical standards in 
all vocations, and to advance goodwill 
around the world. Rotary is a global 
network of 1.2 million members, 
including neighbors, friends, leaders, 
and problem-solvers who come 
together to make positive, lasting 
change in communities.

Of the fourteen clubs in Ethiopia (350 
members), the Rotary Club of Addis 
Ababa West (currently 52 members), 
over the past 26 years, with support 
from Rotary International, donors and 
volunteers, has been hosting projects 
varying from water drilling, school 
feeding water, sanitation and hygiene, 
literacy projects in schools as well as 
health and other community focused 
life changing projects in both the urban 
and rural settings.

To describe a little more, the Rotary 
Club of Addis Ababa West was 
founded in 1991. During its 26 years’ 
life span, its members have been 
serving humanity with the motto 
‘Service Above Self’. The Club’s main 
focus has been serving rural people by 
getting water nearer to the villages; 
providing school children with material 
support both in rural and urban 
settings; providing vocational training/

capacity building of young adults 
enabling them to be self-sufficient; 
supporting polio victims in Cheshire 
homes by setting up a library and 
donate books; as well as providing 
support to Autistic children at Joy 
Centre. In the health sector, it partners 
with Clubs in the US to train doctors 
in Ethiopia to support young mothers 
who deliver babies with neuro tube 
defects; in close coordination with 
other clubs and Rotaracters, providing 
support to fresh entrants to University 
from the regions with monthly stipends 
and life skill trainings.

Rotary has been active and recog-
nized in areas such as the eradica-
tion of polio. Tell me about that.

After Rotary International was first 
founded in 1905, in addition to 
supporting countries and communities 
with service provision projects that 
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RC Muthaiga elected its 2018/19 Board on Monday 4th Dec 2017.

Congratulations to the new Board Members 2018/2019:
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change lives, Rotary’s intervention 
has made remarkable achievements 
in polio eradication since 1985 when 
125 countries were endemic. With 
2.5 billion children vaccinated across 
the globe, today, there are only three 
countries remaining with fewer cases 
that 99.9 percent are free from polio. 
Ethiopia has been free from polio since 
three years now.

What are some of the overall high-
lights of the work and efforts of 
the local Rotary Club?

Members of the Rotary Clubs in 
Ethiopia, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health, the World Health 
Organization and UNICEF annually 
participate in the immunization of 
children in Ethiopia to sustain its Polio-
free status. Our Club duly participates in 
this venture by being a member of the 
National Polio Plus Committee (NPPC).

On the nutritional needs of children, 
it was evident that some children in 
schools suffer from lack of food and 
under-nutrition due to poor family 
economic background. After thorough 
assessment of few schools, a school 
feeding program was initiated by two 
volunteer Rotarians five years ago to 
feed up-to 200 selected school children 
by providing two meals a day (breakfast 
and lunch).

In collaboration with the Addis Ababa 
Education Bureau, the School Principal 
and the Parent-Teacher Association, the 
provision of a feeding program in the 
School decreased class absenteeism 
and children dropout rates, which was 
high prior to starting the intervention. 
The project is run with the help of 
volunteer Rotarians and philanthropic 
individuals who have been funding the 
project for the past five years.

In addition to the feeding program 
provided by HE First Lady of Ethiopia 
to children not covered by the Club, 

the Rotary Club plans to increase the 
feeding by 100 more children in the 
coming months. Considering the long 
term necessity of continuing such 
feeding programs in schools and to 
support the School Meals Initiative 
founded by the Ethiopian School 
Meal Initiative (ESMI), the Club is in 
the process of transiting into a more 
sustainable provision of support, having 
a Milk Project in the School, which will 
bring lasting nutritional and attention 
span improvements.

The intervention will involve parents, 
guardians and communities. Based 
on the lessons learned from schools 
that have milk projects supported 
by Ethiopian School Meals Initiative, 
transiting into a milk project was found 
to be viable and a long term solution 
to existing nutritional deficiencies in 
children of primary school age group. 
According to the Ethiopian School 
Meals Initiative (ESMI), there are 
several schools under such category 
that fall short of food and nutritional 
considerations that they require similar 
interventions. The Club is working to 
expand such support to other schools.

I am also aware of some of the 
clubs project on sanitation, litera-
cy and the issues of water. Would 
you elaborate a bit more?

The large scale water scarcity in schools 
arising from lack of drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene widely affected 
the health of school children in several 
schools. In consideration, the Rotary 
Club of Addis Ababa West (RCAAW), 
Addis Ababa Education Bureau (EBAA) 
and SPLASH embarked on water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), a 
project that is intended to provide clean 
drinking and hand washing water, 
and clean latrines to students in public 
schools in Addis Ababa. This is a critical 
health challenge in schools where there 
are children as young as 4 and 5 years 

old. So far, two phases of the project 
involving only clean water have been 
completed in 33 schools, and to some 
35,000 students and staff, who are 
benefiting from these completed two 
phases.

Soon after the first two clean water 
projects were implemented, it was 
discovered by Etye Club that the 
success achieved providing clean 
water is immaterial if the sanitation 
aspect, especially the dismal condition 
of toilets in schools is not taken care 
of. This is why the Club came up with 
an additional element to the Clean-
water and hygiene project and includes 
toilets. The Club is, therefore, working 
on toilets in the third phase, covering 
18 schools which already have clean 
water following the completion of the 
previous two projects. This also includes 
Edget Besira Primary School.

On literacy, there is a joint project 
by the main Founder of Whizkids, 
coordinated by the Addis Ababa 
Education Bureau and funded by Rotary 
International through the host Club 

After Rotary International 
was first founded in 1905, 
in addition to supporting 
countries and communities 
with service provision projects 
that change lives, Rotary’s 
intervention has made 
remarkable achievements in 
polio eradication since 1985 
when 125 countries were 
endemic. With 2.5 billion 
children vaccinated across the 
globe, today, there are only 
three countries remaining with 
fewer cases that 99.9 percent 
are free from polio. Ethiopia 
has been free from polio since 
three years now.
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of Addis Ababa West, the funding of 
which come from a late Canadian who 
donated funds before her passing. 
Tsehai’s Classroom Library Project aims 
to create a new culture of reading 
for Ethiopian children in primary 
government schools by providing 
classroom libraries for children and 
establishing and sustaining the first 
ever community-supported Read at 
Home program in Addis Ababa based 
on take-home, full-color reading books 
in Amharic of the highest international 
standards.

The Rotary funded project will cover 
40 Schools in Addis Abaca and the 
distribution of books and other 
associated materials have begun to be 
distributed across the targeted schools. 
There is a proposal in process for 
expanding this project to more schools.

Ethiopia has been a favorite of 
charity giving from many groups 
for generations. How is the Rotary 
charitable giving unique among 
many others that are currently 
operation in the country?

Indeed, Ethiopia is historically 
known for its generosity and this still 
continues to exist in neighborhoods 
and communities. What makes Rotary 
unique is its being organized in Clubs 
composed of volunteers to do good 
without any compensation to ensure 
coordinated support is extended goes 
to those that need help in a cohesive 
manner. All Rotarians are volunteers.

The first Rotary Club in Ethiopia 
was started in 1955. Why is it 
still needed in 2017?

Globally, volunteerism is something 
being promoted and encouraged from 
the early ages of childhood to ensure 
that people care and do good to others 
to change lives. Rotary International 
was founded in 1905 and it still is one 

of the largest bodies of philanthropy in 
existence. Its foundation has been in 
existence for over 100 years set up by 
and run by contributions from Rotarians 
and other donors. The Association of 
Fund Raising Professionals recognized 
The Rotary Foundation with the highest 
award for Outstanding Foundation in 
2016 at its 2017 Conference in San 
Francisco. Volunteerism will continue to 
be needed across the globe.

You have noted how less than 10 
percent of your membership is 
young adults. Why do rotary clubs, 
in Ethiopia and throughout the 
world, have difficulty attracting 
young adults?

It’s true that the young below forty 
are not many in our Club. But, we are 
now working to bring in the young 
to ensure that we have a succession 
plan at hand. We need to work more 
on awareness creation, communi-
cation, coaching and mentoring in 
order to attract more people to join 
Rotary and diversify existing clubs by 

having the youth to join. Currently, 
there are young Rotaracters spon-
sored by our Club, who are serving in 
Rotaract clubs until they reach age 30 
while interact clubs are between ages 
12 and 18. Working together and 
mentoring them will certainly encour-
age them to become Rotarians. It’s 
evident that the Rotaracters contri-
bution is highly recognized because 
of the work they in communities to 
change lives.

There is a sentiment, as the Pres-
ident of Rotary Club Addis Ababa 
once highlighted, that it provides a 
chance for fellowship and mutual 
help. What do you think some of 
these opportunities are?

To be a Rotarian, what one needs 
to be human, have goodwill, warm 
heart, a sense of respect, passion, 
trustworthiness, kindness. In Rota-
ry, we enjoy fellowship, friendship, 
regular interaction, share expertise, 
develop skills, assessing needs and 
develop community based service 
projects, raise funds to help others

Now that you are the president of 
the club for a period of one year, 
what do you want your legacy to 
be and what areas do you want to 
club to be focused on?

 I want to be remembered as an 
effective leader and communicator 
that led the Club by example and 
contributed towards making Rotary 
and its roles known widely for 
expanding volunteerism in Ethiopia. 
At this juncture, I would like to call 
upon everyone especially the young 
generation to join Rotary, Rotaract 
and Ibteract Clubs to take our efforts 
to a higher level. There is a saying in 
Ethiopia: “Dir Biabir Anbessa Yasser”.

To be a Rotarian, what 
one needs to be human, 
have goodwill, warm 
heart, a sense of respect, 
passion, trustworthiness, 
kindness. In Rotary, we 
enjoy fellowship, friendship, 
regular interaction, share 
expertise, develop skills, 
assessing needs and 
develop community based 
service projects, raise funds 
to help others
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Charity asa lifestyle
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Photo Gallery

39th ROTARY
SUNSHINE

RALLY
17th February 2018

@ Jamuhuri  Show Ground
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Bill Gates
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23-27 JUNE 2018

ROTARY CONVENTION
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

ROTARY CONVENTION
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA
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RC BUNGOMA 

WATER 
PROJECT
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Closing date is 31st March 2017; the awards 
(except the DGs challenge) will be given regionally 
and nationally so any club has a chance to win. 

List of awards
•	 Membership growth and extension

•	 Achieve 20% growth in membership  

•	 Set up a New Rotary club, 

•	 Set up a New Rotaract club, 

•	 Set up a New interact club, 

•	 Set up a New RCC club

•	 Induct a Rotarian under 40yrs age

•	 Convert a Rotaractors into Rotarian

Projects
Best project locally funded

Best project TRF funded

TRF awards 
Largest contribution to TRF 

Achieve an all giving status (all club members 
have contributed)

Achieve 100% EREY, 

Achieve 100% PHF

DGs Challenge Awards…
Membership growth and extension (growth of 
minimum 20% and over 20 members, set up a 
new Rotary club, Rotaract, interact, RCC etc)

Fellowship award by largest gathering of Rotar-
ians, 

PR award largest gathering overall inc non 
rotarians, 

DCA attendance award (minimum 20 Rotarians 
and guests, highest percentage of members)

A list of  independent assessors from each zone will 
be appointed to choose and advice the DG on the 
winners, giving reasons and evidence.

Peter Mbui
District Governor

Thanks and  May the best win.

http://3.pr/
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Photo Gallery

RC LANGATA
KAMUTHANGA PRIMARY 

& SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Medical Camp
24h February 2018
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Month

MAR

APRIL

MAY

AUGUST
Maternal and Child Health Month

02 03
SEPTEMBER
Youth Service Month

JUNE
Rotary Fellowship Month

04

1st

15th

10-14th

10-14th

30th

International Parents Day
Brief Report due to DG by AGs, 
Country Chairs and Country 

Monthly Attendance Reports due 
to the District Attendance Chair
Rotary International Convention, 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 
The Rotary Foundation’s Centen

-nial Celebration, Atlanta, Georgia, 
USA
Deadline to submit nominations 
for The Rotary Foundation 
Distinguished Service Award
Outgoing and Incoming Boards 
and Committees Handover

1st

7th

10-15th

15th

15th  

20th-22nd

• Deadline to report activi -
ties to earn a Presidential 
Citation for Rotary and 
Rotaract clubs 

• World Health Day
• Council on Legislation
• Deadline to report activi -

ties to earn a Presidential 
Citation for Interact clubs

• Brief Report due to DG 
by AGs, Country Chairs 

• Monthly Attendance Re -
ports due to the District 
Attendance Chair

• 4th  Club Assembly for 
Clubs in the District

• 
by AGs to their Clubs.

• Clubs Annual Report 
to DG 

• Submission of Memo of 
Club Visits by AGs

• 92nd District Confer -
ence Assembly – Kisumu, 
Kenya

• 10th Club Committee 
Meeting

• 10th Club Board Meet -ing.

15th

15th

• Brief Report due to DG 
by AGs, Country Chairs 

• Monthly Attendance Re-
ports due to the District 
Attendance Chair

• 11th Club Committee 
Meeting

• 11th Club Board Meeting.
• Rotary International 

Convention

FREE
ENTRY

DATE EVENT CITY/COUNTRY RESPONSIBLE COMMENTS

10/03/2018* PETS Kenya Nairobi, Kenya DGE Jeff Bamford  

17-Mar-18 Sunshine Rally Western, Kenya  

17-Mar-18
Rotary Foundation 
Dinner

Mombasa, Kenya

24/03/2018* PETS Ethiopia
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia

DGE Jeff Bamford  

07-Apr-18 Tree Planting 
Nairobi, Mombasa, 
Kisumu, Central 
Kenya

RaW Chair Jane Ngugi  

18-Apr-18
TRF Grants &
Stewardship Training 

Naivasha, Kenya PDG Harry Mugo  

19th to 22nd 
April 2018

District Conference 
Assembly

Naivasha, Kenya
DG Peter Mbui & DGE 
Jeff Bamford

 

11th to 12th 
May 2018

RYLA Seminar
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia

Dist. RYLA Chair David 
Muiru



 

ROTARY:
MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

 

Peter Mbui
District Governor 2017/18
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